
INTRODUCTION: 
In the year of 2020 on 24 March, the Government of India under 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced Lockdown all over 
India for 21 days. The Lockdown announcement prevented 
movement of the whole 1.3 billion inhabitants of India as a 
preventive measure against the Coronavirus Disease 2019 
(COVID-19) pandemic situation in our country. The 
announcement of Prime minister came after a 14-hour 
intentional public curfew on 22 March, followed by 
enforcement of a series of regulations in the country's COVID-
19 affected regions. Spectators conrmed that the lockdown 
had slowed the growth rate of the pandemic by 6 April to a rate 
of doubling every six days, and by 18 April, to a rate of 
doubling every eight days [1].

As the end of the rst lockdown period, state governments and 
other advisory committees recommended extending its 
period. The government of Odisha and Punjab extended the 
state lockdowns to 1 May. Maharashtra, Karnataka, West 
Bengal and Telangana followed that. On 14 April, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi extended the nationwide lockdown 
until 3 May, with a conditional relaxation after 20 April for the 
regions where the spread had been contained or was minimal 
[2].

Deprivation of migrant workers during lockdown period in 
India
In spite of the sanction of the central government, food 
distribution services have been barred by many state 
governments. When they were jobless in the lockdown period, 
thousands of people emigrated from major Indian towns. As of 

th10  May, over 350 deaths were reported due to the shutdown, 
with causes ranging from malnutrition, suicides, illness, road 
and rail collisions, police brutality and lack of timely medical 
treatment. Of the recorded deaths, the majority are among the 
migrant labours and others manual workers who were 
oppressed [3].

During the lockdown period due to COVID-19 situation in 
Delhi, migrant workers wait in a line for food at Delhi 
Government School. Millions of migrant workers had to cope 
up with the lack of jobs, food shortages and confusion about 
their prospects as factories and workplaces were shut down. 
Following this, many of them spent days in hunger and 
desperately seeking to go back to their homes. Although 
government schemes ensured that due to the lockdown 
period, the poor would get extra rations, but the distribution 
system was far away to be efcient and free from corrupted 
practices [4-5].

Thousands of migrant workers were seen walking or cycling 
hundreds of kilometers to return to their native villages, with 

no job and little income. Most were arrested for breaking the 
lockdown and some of them died in road and train accidents 
or even in fatigue. The government directed all landlords and 
employers not to claim rent and continue to pay salaries to 
their workers without deduction, on 29 March. It also reported 
that those who violated the lockdown would be sent for 14 days 
to government-run quarantine centres [6].

The central government reported in its report to the Supreme 
Court of India on 31 March, 2020 that migrant workers, 
apprehensive about their survival, were suffering from panic 
created by the false news that the lockdown would last more 
than three months [7]. 

Various steps of the government
The Uttar Pradesh government agreed at the end of March to 
arrange the schedule buses at the Anand Vihar bus station in 
Delhi to send the migrants returning to their villages free of 
charge. Migrants throughout the country stayed stranded until 
the last week of April, when the central government eventually 
allowed the state governments to run buses, but not trains [8].

The central government authorized the Indian Railways to 
stoperate 'Shramik Special' trains for the migrant workers on 1  

May, 2020. It was claimed that migrants had to pay for train 
fares due to lack of cooperation between the originating 
States and the railways. The government was met by 
opposition criticism. The Railways later stated that 85 per cent 
of the overall operating expenses were borne by the Indian 
Railways and the remaining 15 per cent which makes the 
ticket cost need to be paid by the originating states. The 
Supreme Court acknowledged on 26 May that the migrants' 
concerns have not yet been solved [9-10].

Thus, Supreme Court of India directed the Centre and States 
governments to provide stranded migrant workers with free 
food, accommodation and transport. In the Indian state of 
West Bengal, the COVID-19 pandemic was rst conrmed in 
Kolkata on 17 March 2020. A total of 1,62,778 COVID-19 
positive cases, including 25,280 active cases, 3,228 casualties 
and 1,34,270 recoveries, have been conrmed by the 
Department of Health and Family Welfare of the Government 
of West Bengal as of 31 August 2020 [11].

Various steps of the West Bengal government
Ms. Banerjee, the Chief Minister of West Bengal, referred to her 
government's 'Sneher Parash' (touch of affection) programme, 
in which 4.57 lakh stranded migrant workers, got Rs. 1,000/- 
each. In addition, the state government spends 25 cores on rail 
tickets for migrant workers. Ms. Banerjee said that in the 
administrative quarantine centers where returning migrants 
were put up, gross spending amounts to about a one core a 
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day. In the lockdown phase, she added, the state government 
also provided 16 cores to 162,808 workers in the unorganized 
sector. The Chief Minister of West Bengal also issue order to all 
District Magistrates to establish a repository for migrant 
workers in terms of their expertise so that, in the future, the 
State could construct a bank of workforce and provide them 
job opportunities, available for their livelihoods [12].

Concept of Migrant Worker
Migrant workers are informal and unskilled workers who 
travel methodically, on an impermanent, seasonal basis, from 
one region to another to provide their services [13].

Migration of Indian workers started in India during the period 
of British Colonial rule. The labour was moved from the 
surroundings areas to the locations of mining, plantations 
and factories. The study of migration in India deals with in two 
parts. The rst part is in Pre-Independence India and the 
second part is in Post-Independence period. Pre-
Independence migration in India consisted of immigration of 
foreigners, emigration of natives to other's countries and 
internal migration. Post-Independence migration is largely 
inter-state and inter-districts [14].

Lack of proper planning by the government and lack of 
minimum rights for migrant workers
Democratic India is witnessing constitutionalism and national 
integrity. But most signicant character of a democratic State 
is that it must be free from inequality, discrimination and 
injustice. But on the contrary, a State like India is silently and 
gradually avoiding playing its role to eradicate these vices in 
its political system. Presently, we witness an enormous human 
disaster throughout the lockdown phase when the migrant 
workers were required to throw out their places of job due to 
the loss of works and they without having money and other 
resources are forced even to walk on bare foot under this 
circumstances. Unfortunately, during pandemic situation they 
tried to nd food and shelter in other places, but they hardly 
could hardly able to get that. All the rational persons who trust 
in democracy and social justice they could not stop expressing 
their regrets for the society where we live in. Our central and 
state governments have not made any tangible plan about 
these migrant workers; they are focusing only vote bank 
politics and making allegations to each other. Effect of this, so 
many migrant worker deprive from their basic rights as human 
beings [15]. 

CONCLUSION: 
In conclusion, we may say that migration is a very stressful 
process with different causes, such as availability of work, 
social and geographical alienation, poverty, poor living 
conditions, separation of families, lack of leisure time, etc. But 
they face enormous problems at the time of Lock down, they 
are Indian citizens, they have the right to vote, but elected 
representatives fail to deal with their problem and it remained 
them 'migrant' workers in their own country. They have all 
fundamental rights and human rights, but because of no 
tangible planning of Central and State governments, they are 
deprive their all rights in their own nation. They are interested 
in accusing one another, but this occurrence of annoyance is 
endured by poor migrant workers.

REFERENCES:
1. Gettleman, J., & Schultz, K. (2020, March 24). Modi Orders 3-Week Total 

Lockdown for All 1.3 Billion Indians. The New York Times, accessed through 
https://www.nytimes.com/nation-world/modi- orders-3-week-total-lockdown-
for-all-1-3-billion-indians/, on 27.09.20, at 22.28 PM.

2. Negi, M. (2020, April 7). Close schools, all religious activities, extend 
lockdown: States tell Centre. India Today, accessed through https://www. 
indiatoday.in/india/story/close-schools-all-religious-activities-extend-
lockdown-states-tell-centre-1664354-2020-04-07/, on 28.09.20, at 09.10 AM.

3. Sur, P., & Westcott, B. (2020, March 28). "Indian migrant workers face tough 
choice amid world's largest lockdown". CNN, accessed through https:// 
edition.cnn.com/2020/03/27/india/coronavirus-covid-19-india-2703-intl-hnk/ 
index.html, on 28.09.20, at 10.15 AM.

4. Slater, J., & Masih, N. (2020, March 28). In India, the world’s biggest lockdown 

has forced migrants to walk hundreds of miles home. The Washington Post, 
accessed through https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia pacic/india-
coronavirus-lockdown-migrant-workers/2020/03/27/a62df166-6f7d-11ea-
a156-0048b62cdb51_story.html, on 29.09.20, at 11.05 AM.

5. Gunjan, R. K. (2020, April 15). Impatient, Starving, Angry: As India Extends 
Lockdown, Stranded Migrant Workers Emerge as Crisis in Making. News18, 
accessed through https://www.news18.com/news/india/impatient-starving-
angry-as-india-battles-pandemic-stranded-migrant-workers-emerge-as-
crisis-in-the-making-2578109.html, on 29.09.20, at 11.50 AM.

6. Pandey, D. (2020, March 29). Migrant workers to be stopped, quarantined at 
borders, says Centre - The Hindu, accessed through https://www. thehindu. 
com/news/national/coronavirus-centre-warns-lockdown-violators- of-14-day-
quarantine/article31198038.ece, on 29.09.20, at 12.42 PM.

7. Chaturvedi, A. (2020, April 01) Government Effort To Restrain Media 
Coverage Of Pandemic Met With Supreme Court Caution. BloombergQuint. 
accessed through https://www.bloombergquint.com/law-and-policy/ 
government-effort-to-restrain-media-coverage-of-pandemic-met-with-
supreme-court-caution, on 29.09.20, at 1.27 PM.

8. Jha, S. (2020, March 29). Fighting Covid-19: After the long walk, jobless 
migrants head home by bus. Business Standard News, accessed through 
https://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/ghting-covid-19-
after-the-long-walk-jobless-migrants-head-home-by-bus-120032900041 
1.html, on 29.09.20, at 3.06 PM.

9. Bhargava, Y. (2020, May 01). Railways to run ‘Shramik Special’ trains to move 
migrant workers, other stranded persons. The Hindu, accessed through 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/railways-to-run-shramik-special-
trains-to-move-migrant-workers-other-stranded-persons/article 31481996. 
ece, on 29.09.20, at 04.17 PM.

10. Sarkar, S. (2020, May 04). Stranded migrant workers not asked to pay train 
fare: BJP. HindustanTimes,accessed through https://www. hindustantimes. 
com/india-news/stranded-migrant-workers-not-asked-to-pay-train-fare-
bjp/story-B2IEANgurtrnLFtRUsUPyH.html, on 30.09. 20, at 10.06 AM.

11. Vishnoi, A. (2020, April 27). Low testing, high cases: West Bengal’s grave 
scenar io .  The  Economic  Times ,  accessed  th rough   h t tps : / / 
economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/low-testing-high-
cases-west-bengals-grave-scenario/articleshow/75396185.cms, on 30.09.20, 
at 11.24 AM.

12. Singh, V. (2020, May 09). West Bengal not cooperating, Amit Shah tells 
Mamata Banerjee. The Hindu, accessed through https://www. thehindu 
.com/news/national/not-allowing-special-trains-for-migrant-workers-is-
injustice-amit-shah-tells-mamata-banerjee/ article 31540758.ece, on 
30.09.20, at 12.25 PM.

13. Migrant labour. (2020, July 20). In Encyclopædia Britannica. Encyclopædia 
Britannica, inc, accessed through https://www.britannica.com/topic/migrant-
labour, on 20.07.20, at 09.28 PM.

14. Government of Tamilnadu. (1977). Tamilnadu changing Population Structure.
15. Alok, A. (2020). Impact of COVID-19 on Migrant Workers: Issues and 

Challenges. International Journal of Research and Review, 7(7), 143–152.

VOLUME - 11, ISSUE - 04, APRIL - 2022 • PRINT ISSN No. 2277 - 8160 • DOI : 10.36106/gjra


